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A New Beginning 
Miracles happen! 

Firstly, the Foundation would like to acknowledge the 

generosity of Jan and Janti Sturm for providing the Cleft Care 

premises since its inception in 2006.  Cleft Care may not have 

survived without this practical support. Thank you so much 

Jan and Janti.  However, circumstances change and we needed 

to find a new location.  What to do?  An organization like ours 

can certainly not afford to pay Surabaya city rents.  Then, an 

answer to our prayers, our Treasurer and fellow Board 

member, Yani, announced that her family would like to offer 

some rooms in their family home.  What could we say, it 

seemed this is what was meant to be.   

Yani (far right) 
with some of her 

family outside our 
new premises 

January-March, 2013 

 YTD 

New patients seen 24 

Mass operations 0 

Spoon feeders 22 

Nutritional Packages 23 

Splints 23 

Orthodontic nipples 4 

Closed cases 30 

Presentations 0 
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From old........... 
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So, on January 14 this year, the CC staff, with the extra help of Agus, moved from Jalan Tengglis Tengah to Jalan 
Simpang Dukuh.  Some days of chaos were ahead, but what a great job they achieved in such a short time.  Cleft 
Care did not shut down! 

Special thanks must also go to CC volunteer Mrs Manju Banka and her husband for providing paint and labour to 
spruce up the rooms before CC moved in.  A very generous gesture and what a difference it made.  

.......to new......... 
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Pemberkatan 
Blessing Ceremony 

A Blessing Ceremony, ‘Pemberkatan’, 
for the new office took place on January 

28, with Father Senti Fernandez 
officiating, all of the staff and several 

volunteers in attendance.  Mrs Manju 
also participated with a special Hindu 

blessing for our new space.   

Ibu Ida, Chair of 
the Board, 

cutting the 
Tumpeng with 
Clara, our 
Operations 
Officer. 

Staff, Board Members and Volunteers:  

Back row: Jan Sturm, Ida Oie, Janti 

Sturm, Manju Banka, Toni Hoekstra, Lia 
Zintange, Jenny Ritchie, Astoeti Soendari, 

Henri Gunawan 

Front: Marie Jo Stevens, Emma 
Triwulandar, Lisha Waluyanti, Endang 

Lestari, Clara Hadjon, Yani Jacoub 
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A Happy Coincidence 

....and this is what CCFI is all about.  

During Dr Catherine Lee’s most recent 
visit to Surabaya from Singapore, in the 

midst of an all-day Board meeting, we 
were all delighted to meet with 

Muhammad and his mother, visiting the 
office for the final time to say thank you.   
Another child’s life has been transformed. 

 

At Surabaya International School, a student-run charity organization called ‘Season of Service’ 
dedicates time to raising money for a charity of their choice. Throughout the year they hold 

bake-sales, collect donations, sell t-shirts, and prepare for a large fundraiser that is held at the 
end of the year. This year Season of Service chose to raise money for Cleft Care Indonesia for 

the third year in a row, and on March 1st Season of Service held their third annual walk-a-thon. 
All grades at SIS gathered together to raise awareness about cleft lips and palates and support 

Season of Service in their efforts to raise money for Cleft Care Indonesia. Students from all 
grades were diligent about asking their parents, relatives, and family friends for donations, and 
some high school and middle school students even used the walk-a-thon as a way to raise 

money by asking for pledges instead of donations. Throughout the process, the Season of 
Service team tried to help SIS students understand the difficulties that children with cleft palate 

face daily, as well as how easy it can be to change a child’s life. After the fundraising process 
was over, Season of Service was able to raise enough money for CCFI to provide surgery for 45 

children. Although Surabaya International School only consists of 300 people, they were very 
proud of their ability to raise such a large sum of money for a worthy cause. 

Report by Molly McFall, senior student, Head of Publicity Committee for ‘Season of Service’ 

SIS Does it Again! 

Surabaya International School, our first major donor for 2013, once again put a major 

effort into their fund-raising for us.  A fabulous whole school community involvement. 
effort. 
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A New Relationship 
The Foundation was 

approached recently by Dr 
Gunarsih, a member of The  

Arjuno Lion’s Club in 

Surabaya.  Dr Gunarsih 
informed us that the club 

had funds available to pay 
for the surgery for eight cleft 

children.   

This was a new situation for 

us but an exciting one.  
Photos show MOUs being 

exchanged and evidence that we were able to arrange 
surgery for these children in the name of the Lion’s 

Club.  A great collaboration and one we hope can 
continue in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obituary 

The Cleft Care family was 
very saddened to learn of 

the passing of Janti Sturm’s 
beloved father, Mr Nugroho 

Adisewojo, on March 15, 
2013. 

We extend to Janti, her 
husband Jan and their son 

Christopher, and all of 
Janti’s family, our very 

sincere condolences. 

May he rest in peace. 
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A Wonderful Tradition 

Continues 

 

Once again the volunteers of Tulip Indonesia and the Cleft Care 
Foundation joined forces to entertain the locals and raise money 

with the annual quiz night.   Supported again by Pakuwon 
Family Club and Sheraton Hotels, Beer Bintang (3 kegs this year, 

thank you Taco!) and prizes from the Class 5 Climbing Wall, 
Windy’s Spa & wine donated by volunteers, it was a great night.   

Many thanks to those who provided food, contributed to 

questions and generally helped the night go smoothly, especially 

those beer wenches!  A special thanks must go to Erik,  
coordinator of the quiz rounds, and his co-host on the night, 

Sean.   

Financially the night was a great success, one of the best ever.  

Congratulations to the winning team! 
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The Challenge of TB in Indonesia 
Zulfikar, a baby boy with both a cleft lip and palate, was referred to CCFI aged two weeks, from a 
private hospital in Gresik. At the first home visit, the baby was very healthy and his weight also was 

good. There was some difficulty with feeding but we were able to help his mother with this, teaching her 
how to feed successfully despite his cleft issues.    

This should have been a straightforward case.  However, when Zulfikar was just one month old, he 
started to develop flu symptoms and had frequent coughs; we arranged for the parents to take him to a 

pediatrician near their home for proper treatment and medication.  

He was scheduled for palate surgery nine months later, but the surgery was postponed because on the pre 

surgery test, he was diagnosed with TB. The pediatrician explained that the child should be under 
medication for six months to treat the infection.  

I advised the parents to be very disciplined in giving the TB drug and counseled them to take Zulfikar for 
regular check-ups with the doctor, because if the medication is interrupted it has to be repeated again 

from the beginning and the patient takes a longer time to recover. In Zulfikar’s case, tests revealed that 
he still had TB after six months so medication continued for another three months. Once again, as a 

health officer, I emphasized to the mother how important it was to follow the instructions from the 
pediatrician.  

Zulfikar was on TB medication for almost nine months.  Finally, tests revealed he was free from TB and 

CCFI was able to arrange again for his cleft surgery, his lip and palate repair happening at the same time. 

Now, because of CCFI,  Zulfikar’s family has two reasons to be happy: his recovery from TB and a nice 

smile for the world. 

CCFI Health Care Officer 

 

 

All CCFI staff 
members are 

inoculated 

against TB, 
Hepatitis B and 

Influenza. 
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‘English First Cares’ 
This was the slogan for a fund-raiser organised by the six 

English First language schools across Surabaya, in the first 

half of December 2012.   

Incorporating a photography competition and exhibition 

and donation boxes, this was a very successful campaign 

and we are very grateful to Ibu Intan Andhika from 

English First for working tirelessly for its success. The 

money raised was enough for the complete surgery 

package for 12 children.  Thank you English First! 

We share with you the three winning photos and a scene 

from the exhibition. 

 

Faishol Amir – Let’s Share 

Samsul Arifin – My Playground 

Faishol Amir – Demonstration 

Presentation to CCFI The Exhibition 



 

 

  

…because every child deserves a smile 

Last  

Contact Us 

 

Jalan Simpang Dukuh, No 7 

info@cleftcareindonesia.org 

Indonesian Phone Number: +62 31 70 78 70 70 

International Hotline: +62 812 30 50 22 17 

 

Make a Donation 

 

YAYASAN CLEFT CARE INDONESIA 

FOUNDATION 

PT CIMB NIAGA TBK, JL Raya Diponegro N: 133 

Surabaya 

Account Number (IDR) : 

2180100296006 Swift BNIAIDJA 

Account Number (EUR) : 

2181600002000 Swift BNIAIDJA 
 

Indonesia Hotline: +62 82 30 50 22 16 

Cleft Statistics 

 In East Java alone, more than 1,500 infants are born 

each year with cleft lip and/or palates 

 Many surgical teams in East Java provide free 

surgery for a limited number of cleft lip & palate 

children every year. Only 10% of these infants are 

operated on in time (3-month mark). The remaining 

90% are children who have passed the 3-month 

mark, with many well into the school years 

 It is estimated that 85-90% of new cleft infants are 

born in/at the lowest social economic/educational 

level (Source: www.widesmiles.org) 

 Clefts seem to be at least in part related to ethnicity, 

occurring most often among persons of Asian, 

Latino and Native American descent (1:500), Next 

are persons of European ethnicity (1:700); least often, 

persons of African ethnicity (1:1,000)  

 In our research of 35 mothers of cleft infants, we 

found 95% of them had major problems feeding their 

babies and the problems increased when they tried to 

handle these problems by themselves  

  (Cleft Palate Foundation, USA)  

 

http://www.widesmiles.org/

